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sage brush expanses of the upper Columbia basin, followed by the luxuriant forests of the Cascades, the eyes are unexpectedly met by the galaxy of sparkling lights extending north and south and by the imposing outline of the business buildings standing as a vanguard, facing the west, on the shore of a broad sheet of water, smooth and beautiful: it is the revelation of a mighty town, the presentiment of the ocean, and one feels the bond of union which connects them.
I.    PORTLAND AND THE COLUMBIA. BASIN
Of these cities Portland is the oldest and the most widely known. It stands in the richest part of the longitudinal depression and is in easy communication with the east, through the broad waterway of the Columbia, which traverses the heights of the Cascades and the basaltic table-lands of the interior. It has thus both the advantages of fertile environs and of an extensive hinterland. It is at the present time a city of more than 200,000 inhabitants, situated on the Willamette, an important tributary of the Columbia, some twelve miles from its confluence with this mighty stream. The alluvial plain, with lofty hills overtowering it to the west, forms a site not only suitable, but majestic. It extends along both banks of the river, which is about five hundred yards in width and is spanned by six fine steel bridges. One easily understands why the city was not built on the Columbia River, for its bed spreads over a mile and is strewn with islets and sand-banks. Portland has a general appearance of distinction and stable wealth; the western cities which it calls to mind are San Francisco and Denver. The dwellings, as a rule, present an aspect of ease and comfort. The census of 1910 shows it to be, among American cities, the one where the proportion of persons owning their houses is the highest. The leading hotels display a luxury surprising even for America. Portland is proud of its education, wealth and good breeding. It boasts of having read in 1911 relatively more books than any other place in the United States and last year founded an institution of liberal arts, Reed College, endowed from the outset with three million dollars and about ninety acres. It has christened itself the Rose City, and every year is celebrated the "Rose Festival," when dollars clothe themselves as flowers.
To fully realize Portland's wealth one must recall the vast terri-